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Low waters: present and future
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Number of low-water days since 1920 (Source: CCNR)



Low waters: present and future
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Low waters: present and future
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Impacts of low waters \f/
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= Traffic on the traditional Rhine in million tonnes

Yearly volume of goods transported on the traditional Rhine (from 1900 to 2022, source:
Destatis, CCNR Market Observation)

A J 5-10 x more traffic

Developments in Rhine navigation

Slight decrease in
"F numer of ships (Source: Federal Waterways and

,.'* 2 x bigger ships Shipping Administration Germany)
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Transport prices on the Rhine for different cargo segments (Source: CCNR
analysis based on CBS — The CBS index covers different sailing regions of Dutch

companies)
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Financial impact inland
shipping sector

MNet revenue
Additional costs
Net profit

+ 378 million euro
- 302 million euro
+ 76 million euro

+ 95 million euro
- 76 million euro
+ 19 million euro

+ 473 million euro
- 378 million euro
+ 95 million euro

Financial
shippers

impact

Transport costs
Production reduction
Strategic stocks
Total negative impact

- 245 million euro
- 60 million euro
- 66 million euro
- 371 million euro

- 243 million euro
- 2.1 billion euro
- 65 million euro
- 2.4 billion euro

- 488 million euro
- 2.2 billion euro
- 131 million euro
- 2.8 billion euro

Total financial impact

- 295 million euro

- 2.4 billion euro

- 2.7 billion euro

Economic and financial impact of the 2018 low water event in the Netherlands and

Germany, presented by IWT Platform (source: Economische impact laagwater, Erasmus UTP)
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CCNR-Reflection paper “Act now!*

« CCNR-Workshops on low water and effects on Rhine navigation 2019 and 2023 to
bring together all relevant stakeholders

» Objective: identify and overcome challenges associated with the low water
phenomenon and stimulate discussion on strategies

» CCNR-Reflection paper “Act now!” (first edition 2020, second edition 2021, third edition
2023)

» Collection of statements and information on low water and their impacts
» Proposals for short, medium and long term measures



CCNR-Reflection paper “Act now!*
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“Rhine Low Water” Action Plan in Germany

! R h i n e LOW Wate r & 2: Establis D ‘Climate and Water” basic service
5 3. Provide up-to-date depthinformation
Action Plan

Freight transport and logistics

@@ 4. Adapt transport strategies/optimize

transport and load receptacles

Infrastructure

5. Speed-up implementation of ‘Optimization of
laden draughts on the Middle and Lower Rhine’
6. Acceleration by acts to adopt measures

Long-term solution approaches

nd water managemen
ial Dialogue

bmdv.bund.de

“Rhine Low Water” Action Plan in Germany (Source: Federal Ministry for Digital and

Transport Germany) 13



Conclusions

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC




Conclusions 3

Climate change has increasing effects on low water, more often, more extreme

« Low water has significant impact on IWT
« The vessel-waterway system is more vulnerable than in the past

« No one size fits all solution available, but all solutions and tools are ready to be
implemented

« Multi-disciplinary, multi-sector and cross-border approach is needed

* Important role for River Commissions to bring together the relevant stakeholder and to
follow the development.

* Resilience of the Rhine important for the reliability of the Rhine
« Shift away from inland waterways to other transport modes should be avoided .

« Despite all the challenges, the Rhine remains an efficient waterway (with free capacity)
that makes an important contribution to achieving climate protection targets
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Link to ,,Act now
https://www.ccr-zkr.org/files/documents/infovoienavigable/Act_now_3 0 en.pdf

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Markus Grewe, Federal Ministry for Digital and Transport Germany, Division Waterway Policy
Markus.Grewe@bmdv.bund.de



mailto:Markus.Grewe@bmdv.bund.de

	Diapositive numéro 1
	Diapositive numéro 2
	Diapositive numéro 3
	Diapositive numéro 4
	Diapositive numéro 5
	Diapositive numéro 6
	Diapositive numéro 7
	Diapositive numéro 8
	Diapositive numéro 9
	Diapositive numéro 10
	Diapositive numéro 11
	Diapositive numéro 12
	Diapositive numéro 13
	Diapositive numéro 14
	Diapositive numéro 15
	Diapositive numéro 16

